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NATURALIST PROGRAMS
September, October, November 2026
All programs are subject to change. Notify the naturalist if special accommodations are needed for your participation. 
Children must be accompanied by an adult at all times

Tuesday, September 1st
10 AM Old Man’s Cave Hike - Join us for a moderate 1-mile round trip hike through the gorge. Meet at the Old Man’s Cave Visitor Center.
Wednesday, September 2nd
2 PM Creature Feature - Learn about one or more of our native Ohio creatures and how they can relate to us! Meet at the Visitor Center 2nd floor.
Thursday, September 3rd
10 AM Cedar Falls Hike – Join the naturalist at trailhead H for a ½ mile round trip hike to see Cedar Falls.
2 PM Beginner Archery - Join us at the archery range across from the campground office for a beginner's archery course. All equipment is provided. All children must be accompanied by an adult.
Friday, September 4th
2 PM Recycled Paper Making – Did you know you can recycle paper at home? Come do it here at Hocking Hills! Join us in the Visitor Center. Please be aware that you will have to take your paper home wet and allow it to dry.
Saturday, September 5th
2 PM Bushcraft series: Natural Dyes - Join the naturalist to dye your own bandana with natural dyes made from materials you can find at home and in your backyard. Meet at the Naturalist Cabin by the Visitor Center.
Sunday, September 6th
8 AM Intro Birding - Come down for a short walk down to our bird blind and learn some common birds and how to ID them and their calls. Bring binoculars if you have them, we can provide just a few pairs! Parking off Evans rd. or at coordinates 39.548670, -82.475659.
2 PM Tracks and Scat - Join us to learn different ways critters leave their marks behind! Meet at the Hocking Hills Lodge.
Tuesday, September 8th
10 AM Old Man’s Cave Hike - Join us for a moderate 1-mile round trip hike through the gorge. Meet at the Old Man’s Cave Visitor Center.
Wednesday, September 9th
2 PM Grossology - Discover how gross some animals can be out in nature! Meet at Old Man’s Cave Visitor Center.
Thursday, September 10th
10 AM Kids’ Corner - Calling all young explorers! Kids’ Corner is a fun, hands-on space with nature-themed games, crafts, and activities—perfect for curious kids to learn and play while visiting the park. Meet in the Old Man’s Cave Visitor Center.
Friday, September 11th
2 PM Bushcraft series: Pinch Pots – Join the naturalist to create your own storage vessel out of air-dry clay using the pinch pot method. (not meant for food or drink) Meet in the Campground at the amphitheater. 
Saturday, September 12th
2 PM Bushcraft series: Knot Tying - Join the naturalist to practice some practical knot tying that you can use while camping or in everyday life. Meet in the Visitor Center 2nd floor.
Sunday, September 13th
2 PM Creature Feature - Learn about one or more of our native Ohio creatures and how they can relate to us! Meet at Hocking Hills State Park Lodge.
Tuesday, September 15th
10 AM Old Man’s Cave Hike - Join us for a moderate 1-mile round trip hike through the gorge. Meet at the Old Man’s Cave Visitor Center.
Thursday, September 17th
10 AM Ash Cave Hike – Join the Naturalist at trailhead O across from Ash Cave main parking lot for an easy, accessible ½ mile total hike to see the largest recessed cave in the park.
2 PM Beginner Archery - Join us at the archery range across from the campground office for a beginner's archery course. All equipment is provided. All children must be accompanied by an adult.
Friday, September 18th
2 PM Bushcraft series: Pine Tar Kiln - Join the naturalist for a demo on making pine tar using a historic pine tar kiln. Meet at the Naturalist Cabin by the Visitor Center.
Sunday, September 20th
2 PM Tracks and Scat - Join us to learn different ways critters leave their marks behind! Meet at the Hocking Hills Lodge.


Tuesday, September 22nd
10 AM Old Man’s Cave Hike - Join us for a moderate 1-mile round trip hike through the gorge. Meet at the Old Man’s Cave Visitor Center.
Friday, September 25th
2 PM Bushcraft series: Natural Cordage – Join the naturalist to make cordage from plants that can be incredibly useful for survival! Meet in the Campground at the amphitheater.
Sunday, September 27th
2 PM Creature Feature - Learn about one or more of our native Ohio creatures and how they can relate to us! Meet at Hocking Hills State Park Lodge.
Tuesday, September 29th
10 AM Old Man’s Cave Hike - Join us for a moderate 1-mile round trip hike through the gorge. Meet at the Old Man’s Cave Visitor Center.
Wednesday, September 30th
2 PM Creature Feature - Learn about one or more of our native Ohio creatures and how they can relate to us! Meet at the Visitor Center 2nd floor.
Thursday, October 1st
10 AM Cantwell Cliffs Hike – Join the Naturalist at the main trailhead at Cantwell Cliffs for a challenging 2-mile hike through cliffs and gorges. Please wear appropriate shoes and bring water, this is NOT a beginners hike.
2 PM Beginner Archery - Join us at the archery range across from the campground office for a beginner's archery course. All equipment is provided. All children must be accompanied by an adult.


Friday, October 2nd
2 PM Awesome Arachnids – Join us to learn about Ohio’s most common arachnids, play some games, craft your own spiderweb, and you may even get to meet a large 8-legged friend along the way.
Saturday, October 3rd
2 PM Bushcraft series: Natural Cordage – Join the naturalist to make cordage from plants that can be incredibly useful for survival! Meet in the Visitor Center on the second floor.
Tuesday, October 6th
10 AM Old Man’s Cave Hike - Join us for a moderate 1-mile round trip hike through the gorge. Meet at the Old Man’s Cave Visitor Center.
Wednesday, October 7th
2 PM Slimy, Scaly, Super Cool - Slither, hop, and crawl into the wild world of herps—reptiles and amphibians! Meet live animals, play games, and discover why frogs, turtles, snakes, and salamanders are some of the coolest creatures in Hocking Hills. Meet at the Visitor Center.
Thursday, October 8th
10 AM Kids’ Corner - Calling all young explorers! Kids’ Corner is a fun, hands-on space with nature-themed games, crafts, and activities—perfect for curious kids to learn and play while visiting the park. Meet in the Old Man’s Cave Visitor Center.
Friday, October 9th
2 PM Bushcraft series: Pinch Pots – Join the naturalist to create your own storage vessel out of air-dry clay using the pinch pot method. (not meant for food or drink) Meet in the Campground at the amphitheater. 
Saturday, October 10th
2 PM Bushcraft series: Pine Tar Kiln - Join the naturalist for a demo on making pine tar using a historic pine tar kiln. Meet at the Naturalist Cabin by the Visitor Center.
Sunday, October 11th
8 AM Intro Birding - Come down for a short walk down to our bird blind and learn some common birds and how to ID them and their calls. Bring binoculars if you have them, we can provide just a few pairs! Parking off Evans rd. or at coordinates 39.548670, -82.475659.
2 PM Creature Feature - Learn about one or more of our native Ohio creatures and how they can relate to us! Meet at The Hocking Hills Lodge.
Tuesday, October 13th
10 AM Old Man’s Cave Hike - Join us for a moderate 1-mile round trip hike through the gorge. Meet at the Old Man’s Cave Visitor Center.
Wednesday, October 14th
2 PM Creature Feature - Learn about one or more of our native Ohio creatures and how they can relate to us! Meet at the Visitor Center 2nd floor.
Thursday, October 15th
10 AM Rock House Hike – Join the Naturalist for a ½ mile round trip moderate hike to see our only true cave in the park.
2 PM Beginner Archery - Join us at the archery range across from the campground office for a beginner's archery course. All equipment is provided. All children must be accompanied by an adult.
Sunday, October 18th
2 PM Tracks and Scat - Join us to learn different ways critters leave their marks behind! Meet at the Hocking Hills Lodge.
Tuesday, October 20th
10 AM Old Man’s Cave Hike - Join us for a moderate 1-mile round trip hike through the gorge. Meet at the Old Man’s Cave Visitor Center.
Wednesday, October 21st
2 PM Hocking Hills Bug Lab - We invite you to explore the fascinating world of insects right here in the park. Learn how to identify major insect orders and discover the unique species that call Hocking Hills home through hands-on observation and guided exploration. Perfect for curious minds of all ages, this program will help you see the tiny creatures around you in a whole new way. Meet in the Visitor Center on the 2nd floor. 
Thursday, October 22nd
10 AM Kids’ Corner - Calling all young explorers! Kids’ Corner is a fun, hands-on space with nature-themed games, crafts, and activities—perfect for curious kids to learn and play while visiting the park. Meet in the Old Man’s Cave Visitor Center.
Friday, October 23rd
6-8 PM Halloween Bash - Come to the Visitor Center to enjoy spooky movie music with the Hocking Valley Community Orchestra during our Halloween Bash with treats and fun stations!
Tuesday, October 27th
10 AM Old Man’s Cave Hike - Join us for a moderate 1-mile round trip hike through the gorge. Meet at the Old Man’s Cave Visitor Center.
Wednesday, October 28th
2 PM Creature Feature - Learn about one or more of our native Ohio creatures and how they can relate to us! Meet at the Visitor Center 2nd floor.


Thursday, October 29th
10 AM Whispering Cave Hike - Join the Naturalist for a 1.5-mile round trip challenging hike to see the second largest recessed cave in the park. Be prepared for a lot of stairs and steep areas, wear proper shoes and bring water. Meet at the Hocking Hills Lodge in the Lobby.
2 PM Beginner Archery - Join us at the archery range across from the campground office for a beginner's archery course. All equipment is provided. All children must be accompanied by an adult.
Friday, October 30th
2 PM Recycled Paper Making – Did you know you can recycle paper at home? Come do it here at Hocking Hills! Join us in the Visitor Center. Please be aware that you will have to take your paper home wet and allow it to dry.
Saturday, October 31st
2 PM Spooky Spiderwebs – Join one of the naturalists to make your own spooky spiderweb! Meet in the Visitor Center’s 2nd floor.
Tuesday, November 3rd
10 AM Old Man’s Cave Hike - Join us for a moderate 1-mile round trip hike through the gorge. Meet at the Old Man’s Cave Visitor Center.
Wednesday, November 4th
2 PM Creature Feature - Learn about one or more of our native Ohio creatures and how they can relate to us! Meet at the Visitor Center 2nd floor.




Thursday, November 5th
10 AM Kids’ Corner - Calling all young explorers! Kids’ Corner is a fun, hands-on space with nature-themed games, crafts, and activities—perfect for curious kids to learn and play while visiting the park. Meet in the Old Man’s Cave Visitor Center.
Friday, November 6th
2 PM Bushcraft series: Knot Tying - Join the naturalist to practice some practical knot tying that you can use while camping or in everyday life. Meet in the Visitor Center 2nd floor.
Saturday, November 7th
2 PM Bushcraft series: Natural Dyes - Join the naturalist to dye your own bandana with natural dyes made from materials you can find at home and in your backyard. Meet at the Naturalist Cabin by the Visitor Center.
Sunday November 8th
8 AM Intro Birding - Come down for a short walk down to our bird blind and learn some common birds and how to ID them and their calls. Bring binoculars if you have them, we can provide just a few pairs! Parking off Evans rd. or at coordinates 39.548670, -82.475659.
Tuesday, November 10th
10 AM Old Man’s Cave Hike - Join us for a moderate 1-mile round trip hike through the gorge. Meet at the Old Man’s Cave Visitor Center.
Wednesday, November 11th
2 PM Creature Feature - Learn about one or more of our native Ohio creatures and how they can relate to us! Meet at the Visitor Center 2nd floor.



Thursday, November 12th
10 AM Kids’ Corner - Calling all young explorers! Kids’ Corner is a fun, hands-on space with nature-themed games, crafts, and activities—perfect for curious kids to learn and play while visiting the park. Meet in the Old Man’s Cave Visitor Center.
2 PM Cantwell Cliffs Hike – Join the Naturalist at the main trailhead at Cantwell Cliffs for a challenging 2-mile hike through cliffs and gorges. Please wear appropriate shoes and bring water, this is NOT a beginners hike.
Friday, November 13th
2 PM Recycled Paper Making – Did you know you can recycle paper at home? Come do it here at Hocking Hills! Join us in the Visitor Center. Please be aware that you will have to take your paper home wet and allow it to dry.
Saturday, November 14th
2 PM Bushcraft series: Pine Tar Kiln - Join the naturalist for a demo on making pine tar using a historic pine tar kiln. Meet at the Naturalist Cabin by the Visitor Center.
Wednesday, November 18th
2 PM Creature Feature - Learn about one or more of our native Ohio creatures and how they can relate to us! Meet at the Visitor Center 2nd floor.
Thursday, November 19th
10 AM Kids’ Corner - Calling all young explorers! Kids’ Corner is a fun, hands-on space with nature-themed games, crafts, and activities—perfect for curious kids to learn and play while visiting the park. Meet in the Old Man’s Cave Visitor Center.



Friday, November 20th
2 PM Bushcraft series: Weaving - Join the naturalist to learn the process behind weaving your own mini tapestry and create one you can take home! Meet in the Visitor Center 2nd floor.
Saturday, November 21st
2 PM Bushcraft series: Natural Cordage – Join the naturalist to make cordage from plants that can be incredibly useful for survival! Meet in the Visitor Center on the second floor.
Wednesday, November 25th
2 PM Creature Feature - Learn about one or more of our native Ohio creatures and how they can relate to us! Meet at the Visitor Center 2nd floor.
Saturday, November 28th
 2 PM Bushcraft series: Weaving - Join the naturalist to learn the process behind weaving your own mini tapestry and create one you can take home! Meet in the Visitor Center 2nd floor.
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	Recreation programs and activities can be inherently dangerous. Participants accept and acknowledge that any injury or property damage that occurs during a program or activity is not the responsibility of ODNR or its naturalist educators. 
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